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for eliminating friction in respect of every one of those areas. These conven-
tions had to be such as seemed reasonable not only to the diplomatists, but
to the politicians and the public. At last the long series of transactions was
completed, and the Franco-British Conventions were signed, 8th April 1904.
The points of friction having been thus eliminated, the two neighbouring peoples
naturally entered into a normal and friendly relation with each other. King
Edward was not originator and maker of the entente, nor did he ever claim to be
so, but he was one of the makers.